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Amos 6:1 – 14

Zion (the city of Jerusalem) and Samaria in Israel are both cited in these verses.  Israel, however, remains the primary subject of the prophet. How could she feel safe when so many of the neighboring nations had already been overrun by Assyria? Gath, a major city of Philistia, had even been conquered by Syria and Judah! These were no less prepared than Israel, but had still fallen. Amos relates God’s message that rich, self-indulgent, and self-assured Israel (“Jacob”) would be among those to fall to Assyria.

Why would those suffering destruction want to keep the name of God silent? (verse 10) Perhaps they believed that He was like the all-too-human idols that they had chosen to serve. They continued to run from God, hoping to escape His anger. Ironically, if they had listened to the prophets and turned back to God they would have received His mercy. 

No one was foolish enough to try to run a horse across the rocks for the animal would stumble and fall. No one would be so ignorant as to try to plow a field filled with large stones. Yet, God’s own people had done things even more unbelievable. They had “turned justice into poison and the fruit of righteousness into bitterness” (verse 12). They had perverted the gifts of God toward evil purposes. 
